The Phaeacian Accent International Value Fund and the Phaeacian Global Value
Fund (the “Phaeacian Funds”) were formerly known as the FPA International Value
Fund and the FPA Paramount Fund, Inc. (the “Former Funds”), respectively, until their
reorganization in October 2020. This commentary was written by the portfolio
managers of the Phaeacian Funds while they were the portfolio managers of the
Former Funds and employees of the Former Funds’ investment adviser. The Former
Funds are no longer available for sale and these commentaries are provided for
informational purposes only. The provision of these commentaries does not constitute
or imply an endorsement of the Phaeacian Funds by the Former Funds’ investment
adviser, and the views and opinions expressed in these commentaries are those of
the portfolio managers and do not state or reflect those of the Former Funds’
investment adviser. Past performance is no guarantee, nor is it indicative, of future
results. This is not an offer for sale or recommendation of any security, product or
services discussed and neither does it provide investment advice.

FPA Paramount Fund
First Quarter 2015 Commentary

Dear fellow shareholders,
During the first quarter of 2015, the Fund rose 3.35% compared to the MSCI All Country World Index’s
(Net) (the “Index”) gain of 2.31%. Over the last twelve months, the Fund’s performance was weak, both
in relative and absolute terms, declining 3.85% versus a gain of 5.42% for the Index. For readers
interested in the details behind last year’s underperformance, please see our fourth quarter 2014
Commentary.1
As always, we believe it is important for shareholders and future investors to understand our performance
objective and the return profile implied. Our portfolio management goal is to continuously maximize the
Fund’s discount to intrinsic value, and therefore maximize long-term potential returns. Doing so with a
concentrated portfolio means performance will be lumpy, including underperformance like we
experienced in 2014. As fellow shareholders in the Funds we manage, we are willing to tolerate this type
of short-term volatility because we believe increasing discounts create the best chances for long-term
outperformance.
Market Commentary
Distorted Reality
Thinking about the current environment, we are reminded of an interview with the singer Tom Waits in
which he said, “I guess I’ve always lived upside down when I want things I can’t have.” It feels to us like
central banks are taking that sentiment to heart, as their actions are clearly distorting markets. For
examples, we need to look no further than the negative interest rates on ten year Swiss government
bonds, and the possibility that holders of floating rate mortgages in Europe could receive principal
reductions in addition to paying no interest on their loans. While not currently invested in financials, from
a high level we struggle to understand how business models in the European insurance and banking
industries are equipped to deal with these conditions. Non-financial companies around the world are also
impacted by this environment.

If low interest rates were resulting from excess consumer savings,

companies would likely invest to try to create demand. Instead, they recognize current rate levels are
manufactured by the central banks, consumers are pushed into the stock market in search of yield and
the more shares companies repurchase the greater the reward in the market. We have no idea how long
this circular relationship will last, but the greater the distortions evident in areas like long term interest
rates, the more uncomfortable we become.
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The FPA Paramount Fund fourth quarter 2014 Commentary can be found at:
(http://www.fpafunds.com/docs/quarterly-commentaries-paramount-fund/q4-2014-paramountcommentary-final.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

No matter how misshapen the markets become, we will continue to scour the globe for potential new
investments.

As our lack of purchase activity this quarter attests, we were unable to find the right

combination of high- quality businesses selling at discounted valuations. We remain steadfast in our
requirement that both those two attributes be present in any new purchases.
Portfolio Commentary
Key Performers
Our worst performing holding in the quarter was Joy Global, which declined (15.39%) (in U.S. currency).
Joy is a global manufacturer of mining equipment, whose biggest customers are coal producers.
Worldwide coal prices have been depressed by weaker economic growth in China and closures of coalfired power plants by U.S. utilities.

Even though this has limited customer demand for new mining

equipment, the key to our investment in Joy is the aftermarket part of the business. As customers run
existing equipment under harsh mining conditions, higher-margin service and replacement parts continue
to be required. Management is carefully reducing costs and the balance sheet provides ample flexibility.
Our best performing reported holding in the quarter was Fugro, which returned 28.32% (in US currency).
We commented on the company in both of the past two quarters, as the stock was a meaningful negative
contributor to the Fund’s return in the second part of 2014. Based in Holland, Fugro is a leading provider
of geotechnical and geophysical analyses, primarily for oil and gas projects. As such, the group has
experienced significant disruptions caused by the sharp decline in oil prices. In the past few months
however, management has stepped up to this market challenge. They’ve taken actions to lower costs,
reduce capex, and strengthen the balance sheet. They’ve also generally improved operations, aligned
incentives better with cash generation and value creation, and looked to focus Fugro’s portfolio further on
core businesses. Longer-term, we expect business conditions to improve as depleting oil fields will
ultimately need to be replaced, and we think Fugro has some fundamentally solid businesses.
In addition, Dutch peer Boskalis has built a stake in the company of about 25% over the past few months.
Boskalis is a leading global provider of dredging services which is more than 30% owned by local
investment trust HAL. HAL is controlled by the Van der Vorn family, one of the richest in Holland. This is
in addition to the small group of long-term value investors on the registry, who together account for more
than 15% of the stock. Other transactions in the sector, including one involving some of Fugro’s closest
peers at a compelling multiple, have also helped with the market’s understanding of the company’s value.
Overall, we think Fugro is on track to becoming a cleaner portfolio of higher quality businesses, run by a
strong management team adequately aligned with shareholders’ interests, with a robust balance sheet.
With that, we believe the stock remains attractively priced at current levels, and given the cyclical
weakness in the group’s core markets. We maintain a large investment in the company as a result.

Activity
This quarter there were no new additions to the portfolio. Turning to companies exiting the portfolio, we
sold out of Maxim Integrated, Pernod Ricard and SKF.

Maxim, based in the U.S., designs and

manufactures high-performance analog semiconductors.

We are attracted to this part of the

semiconductor industry because product cycles are long (can be decades), pricing is stable and
production techniques require limited capital investment. The resulting profitability for Maxim is high, with
operating margins averaging more than 20% over the last decade.

Operating returns on capital

employed exceed 20%, and abundant free cash flow and modest financial leverage limit the business’s
financial risk. Despite these high-quality attributes, recent increases in the share price eliminated our
margin of safety.
Based in France, Pernod Ricard, is a leading global producer of premium spirits. The company’s portfolio
has many strong global brands and spans all the major spirits categories.

It is also well balanced

geographically with particular strength in Asia including China and India. Over time the business has
averaged operating profit margins in the mid-20% range, and had operating returns on capital employed
approach 30%. After increases in the share price, we no longer felt its valuation offered an appropriate
margin of safety.
SKF, based in Sweden, is a leading global manufacturer of roller bearings and seals. The business
serves diverse end markets, each of which has unique requirements which allows SKF to customize its
product for these various niches. The bearings represent a tiny portion of the total cost of the machinery
in which they reside, but are essential to its operation. Aftermarket sales, which are recurring and have
attractive profitability, make up almost half of total sales.

Since 2007, operating returns on capital

employed for the business have averaged around 20%, and the company has maintained modest
financial leverage. Here too, increases in its share price caused us to exit the position.
Portfolio Profile
In line with our low-turnover approach, the Fund’s overall profile is little changed.

We owned 30

companies at the end of the quarter. This remains within the range of the 25 to 50 businesses that we
would expect to own at any given point in time. The top ten holdings represented about 47% of Fund
assets, and position sizes are based on the relative discount to intrinsic value of each (largest weightings
correspond to the largest discounts).

Most of the positions are still large-caps (median $15 billion)

including several considered mega-caps, which reflect where we find the better combination of quality
and discount to intrinsic value.
Companies domiciled in Europe and the U.S. continue to represent most of our portfolio, with Asia Pacific
and a few emerging market investments making up the balance.

Where a company is domiciled

generally matters little to us, however. Since many of these are large companies, they typically conduct

business on a global basis. That means they often generate significant amounts of their cash flows
outside their home countries, rendering traditional country classification less useful.
Investment approach
We focus on competitively advantaged businesses, with solid balance sheets and strong cash flows, run
by management teams that both operate the businesses well and deploy capital in a value-creative
manner, whose shares we can purchase at significant discounts to our estimates of intrinsic value.
We are grateful for your confidence and trust in the FPA Paramount Fund, and look forward to continuing
to serve your interests.
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